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VIENTIANE, Dec. 23 — 
Communist forces in the 
mountain regions of northern 
Laos are in a position to de- 
stroy the CIA-sponsored Meo 
army following last weekend’s 
rapid rout of Gen. Vang Pao’s 


progoverament troops from 
the Plain of Jars. 

U.S. sources here said the 
North Vietnamese and Pathet 
Lao threw the largest, best- 
armed, best-equipped and pos- 
sibly luckiest force ever used 
in northern Laos against the 
positions of Meo tribesmen 
and their Thai irregular allies. 

They not only routed Gen. 
Vang Pao’s defense of the up- 
land plain, but clearly indi- 
cated that their goals go be- 
yond the seasonal exchange of 
territory. 

The North Vietnamses and 
Pathet Lao appear to be mov- 
ing toward Long Cheng, the 
main CIA base 100 miles north 
of Vientiane and less than 30 
miles southwest of the Plain 
of Jars. Informed sources said 
about 10,000 civilians have 
fled Long Cheng, but could 
not say whether Lao or U-S. 
officials had ordered the evac- 
uation. 

U.S. sources said North Viet- 
namese trucks were rapidly 
moving troops and artillery 
southward along the eastern 
edge of the plain. Bad flying 
weather and intense antiair- 
craft fire has given the Com- 
munists a reprieve from bomb- 
ing and greater freedom of 
movement than usual. 

Thai-Meo bases with about 
2C howitzers have been aban- 
doned, the sources said. The 
only remaining fortified posi- 
tions are those ringing Long 
Cheng. 
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Lao military spokesman said 
the Meo-Thai force that re- 
treated from the plain is not 
in a position to block the Com- 
munist movement toward 
Long Cheng. 

Analysts here expect that 
the North Vietnamese and Pa- 
thet Lao will swing west to- 
ward Long Cheng from the 
south end of the plain, making 
their way through extremely 
rugged gorges toward posi- 
tions within the 12-mile range 
of their guns. 

Communists have already 
taken one hilltop position 
within easy artillery range of 
Long Cheng. 

Traditionally, the Commu- 
nists have approached Long 
Cheng from the western edge 
of the plain south to confront 
the Meo-Thai artillery north 
of the base, particularly at 
Ban Na. Although Ban Na was 
abandoned for a time last 
year, it managed to stave off 
direct attack of Long Cheng 
until the advent of the mon- 
soon rains when the Commu- 
nists withdrew from the plain. 

This year the Communists 
won the plain two months ear- 
lier than in the past, allowing 
far more maneuver and attack 
time before the rains begin. 
More Time 

This year, with the cloudy 
skies holding back U.S. and 
Lao air power. Communist 
troops have an unprecedented 
strategic and tactical advan- 
tage in attacking Long Cheng, 
military sources say. 

U.S. sources here say Tues- 
day morning’s attack on the 
CIA base by a Communist 
demolition team may have 
been a random and isolated 
one. Nevertheless, morale at 
Long Cheng has plunged to its 
lowest point in more than a 
year with frightened Mao fam- 
ilies hurriedly fleeing toward 
the south. 


Persistent reports from 
Long Cheng, neither con- 
firmed nor denied by spokes- 
men here, say Air America 
cargo planes are evacuating 
important equipment from the 
isolated base. 

About 30,000 local tribes- 
men, Thai irregulars and 
Americans are stationed at 
Long Cheng, which is indefen- 
sible once the hill positions 
surrounding it are breached. 

Long Cheng has a certain 
psychological importance for 
Meo tribesmen who are aligned 
in clans with Gen. Vang Pao 
and the CIA. Most knowledge- 
able sources here believe the 
fall of Long Cheng would take 
the binding force out of Vang 
Pao’s army and send the 


troops and their families back 
to the hills to resume their no- 
madic lives. 

This would leave the entire 
mountainous region of north- 
ern Laos under the control of 
the Pathet Lao and their 
North Vietnamese allies. 

Laotian regular forces on 
the Mekong plain to the south 
are not seen as competent to 
retake the highlands. 

The fall of Long Cheng 
would be the fall of the “cut- 
ting edge’’ of the royalist 
forces, as the Meo have been 
called, and the end of the gov- . 
ernment’s claims to anything 
in the north except the royal 
capital at Luang Prabang ' 
which is not threatened by 
Communist advances. 










